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SUPPORTING ALL FILMMAKERS WITHOUT COMPROMISE
Co-Founder Adrian Bull with Cinelab

London’s 65mm film processor

C             ineLab London is the only film laboratory in Europe providing
             a complete solution for film, from acquisition through to final 
             delivery. With an excellent reputation and an illustrious client
list, they have worked on some of the most prestigious film productions 
in recent years, including Star Wars: The Last Jedi,Phantom Thread and 
Mission Impossible Fallout.

Founded in 2013 by industry veterans Adrian Bull and John Mahtoni,
CineLab London was established at a time when digital acquisition had
become the norm and film laboratories worldwide were in rapid decline.
CEO Adrian Bull tells The Parliamentary Review how they have become 
the largest film processing organisation in the UK. 

CineLab’s extensive archive
holds original feature films,
commercials and music videos.
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We established CineLab with a simple vision, to serve film-
makers who wanted to shoot on celluloid film and archives 
who wanted to get the best out of their film. We wanted 
clients to have the confidence to continue to enjoy shooting 
film knowing that we take care of everything else. Comple-
menting this, we launched an archival service, expecting our 
longer term revenues would be generated through digitising 
and remastering of archive film content.

Film processing was a high volume and highly profitable 
business. Cinema exhibition relied on film laboratories 
making thousands of prints for every film made and when 
this transitioned to digital those highly scaled laboratories 
became unsustainable. The move from film to digital camera 
drastically changed the way that films were made, and the 
huge operators could not sustain their laboratory businesses. 
Shooting on film required smaller and typically co-located 
laboratory services. With reduced print demand, these estab-
lished scaled operations were a casualty and many closed
between 2012 and 2014.

SERVICE LINES AND BEST PRACTICE

Film laboratory service lines hadn’t changed in over 
40 years. To work with major clients, it was essential to 
introduce a complete end to end film solution interfaced 
to a secure digital workflow. We’ve done that successfully, 
once the initial negative is processed, we digitise the film 
and deliver electronic rushes for editorial and production
review, from that point on everything is digital, secure 
and accessible for the global client.

In 2013 it was challenging convincing productions to
shoot film. All projects are price sensitive, and the general
perception is that film is more expensive, so many pro-
ductions are swayed by the ease and cost of digital
acquisition. There are many compelling reasons to choose
film and film acquisition isn’t just for big-budget movies.
Film has an emotional aesthetic and quality advantage 
above digital, the long running debate on film vs digital
is irrelevamt - they are different. We’re able to scan film
at high resolutions, delivering the highest quality images 
for video or theatrical presentation which retain the look
of images originated on film.

We built an expert team, recruiting experienced staff,
retaining others to embrace new technologies and 
collaborate ways of working.“ We wanted clients to have the

confidence to continue to enjoy
shooting on film knowing that
we take care of everything else.

“
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Mission: Impossible 
Fallout

Mike Eley, Cinematographer and President of The British
Society of Cinematographers explained: “It was a great 
experience working with CineLab, shooting Super 16mm 
was a creative choice made that much easier by knowing 
CineLab would be part of the team. Their evident love of 
film is both inspiring and reassuring, giving me as Director 
of Photography as well as the Director (Ralph Fiennes) and 
Producers the confidence to shoot abroad and know the 
best eyes were looking out for us back home. The meticu-
lous work done by all at CineLab lends ‘The White Crow’ 
it‘s look and I couldn’t be happier with the results.”

THE ART OF RESTORATION

Another aspect of CineLab London’s business is remastering 
and restoring film archives which can be over 100 years 
old. “Our photochemical and digital restoration specialists 
are experts. Remastering historical content enables it to be 
appreciated in a new light and makes it accessible to a 
wider audience. Clients include the British Library, BFI, ITN 
and Warner Bros, as well as niche clients such as Pink Floyd 
and The Rolling Stones. We are exceptionally proud of this 
preservation work.

CineLab London’s mission is to continue supporting 
filmmakers. We participate in the annual Straiught 8 com-
petition where novices and professionals make short films. 
Screenings are held in the UK, Europe and USA, recently 
streaming live online to global entrants. We invite clients, 
schools and training establishments to come and see what 
we do and hold regular well attended events in our theatre. 
Our business model of using new technologies to revitalise 
a much-loved older medium is enabling both die-hard film 
devotees and millenials to embrace the oppportunity to 
work with celluloid film. 

We used post production
experience and technical
knowledge to update a
traditional business into a 
21st century offering. Clients 
can have theunique look of 
film, delivering to the highest 
technical specifications man-
aged within a digital budget. 
We offer rewarding career 
progression and are expand-
ing our training to encourage 
young people to become 
skilled film technicians.

WHO ARE OUR CLIENTS?

We are delighted that commercials, music videos and
independent features are increasingly choosing to shoot on
film. The turnaround is staggering. In 2014, we worked on
less than 20 commercials, in 2018 over 300. Clients are
primarily at the high end of the industry: BMW, Mercedes, 
Mini, Volvo and other prestige car brands; fashion brands
such as Gucci, Stella McCartney, H&M, Burberry and
Chanel. Tech brands like Apple, Google, Samsung and 
eBay have chosen filmn as their creative medium of choice.
The best creative talent are attracted to film, and in a very
short time we have worked on many iconic and award
winning commercials: Nike ‘Nothing beats a Londoner’,
John Lewis and their grocery partner Waitrose, ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’ and ‘The Boy and The Piano’, Mini Cooper
‘The Faith of a Few’. Our ownership of the commercial
market is high, we never take this for granted, every job is
bespoke, there is no room for error, clients require a 
consistent, premium service.

We are easily accessible to international clients due to our
close proximity to Heathrow. We have worked with clients
in over 40 countries and this is an important aspect of the
business. We recently completed ‘Succession’ for HBO and
feature films inlcuding ‘The White Crow’, Viceroy’s House
and ‘The Lost City of Z’ all shooting internationally with
film coming back to CineLab London for its’ services.

Nike
‘Nothing Beats a Londoner’

Riff Raff Films and 
Aarti Mahtani, Cinelab 
London’s Commercials 

Sales Manager

Mike Eley, Cinematographer 
and President of the BSC

“Our mission remains simple - 
to support all filmmakers
without compromise. 

“



Mark Nutkins • Alan Stewart • Stuart Winecoff • Martin Hogsnes Solvang • Christos Voudouris • Ewan Mulligan • Norm Li • Simon Plunket • Rollo Jackson
Cherifi Jonayd • Nauzet Gaspar • Dan Regan • Jony Lewis • Sean Price Williams • Samira Oberberg • Joel Honeywell • Adriaan Louw • Will Cummock 
Derrick Peters • Ollie Downey • Francisco Soriano • Marti Guiver • Sergin Timar • Richard Horn • Joe Ridout • Graham Ellard • Chris Clarke • Tom Chick
Claudia Etherington • Sean Porter • Jonathan Arundel • Jason Bourke-Velji • Nicolas Loir • Luke Fowler • Borja López Díaz • Paula Marvelly • Deepa Keshvala 
Joe Wilson • Ann Evelin Lawford • Luca Rocchini • Morgan Spencer • Steven Cameron Ferguson • Aaron Reid • Matthew Jensen • Simon Archer • Tyrone Lebon
Richard Kendrick • Joseph Gainsborough • Ross McLennan • Rob Tregenza • André Chemetoff • Dylan Smart • Jessica Warboys • Eoin McLoughlin • Yentl Touboul
Matthew J Smith • Chloe Deleplace • David Procter • Mary Farbrother • Suzanne Smith • Karou Haga • Oliver Hadlee Pearch • Adam Cook • Daniel Landin 
Arthur Loveday • Richard Cornes • Luciana Riso • Garry Torrance • Diana Olifirova • Matt Dickinson • Franklin Dow • Sindre Harbak • Oliver Ford • John Fisher
Pieter Suyman • Alberto Bona • Matthew Taylor • Martin Hill • James Quinn • Glen Travis • Ulrich Burtin • Cyprien Clément-Delmas • Alasdair McLellan 
Pierre Jonqueres • Anna Moleney • Rebecca Curtis • Phil Meheux • Karol Kozlowski • Felix Wiedemann • Andrew Fletcher • Remkon Schnorr • Rob Hardy 
Iván Romero • Andreas Langeland Bjørseth • Fabian Wagner • Joe Douglas • Chris Turner • Crille Forsberg • Prashantt Rai • Ed Hubert • Karl Oskarsson 
Simon Shen • Joshua Fry • Stefan Yap • Joe Ripley • Yuji Shimobayashi • Arthue Bourdaud • Sverre Sørdal • Adam Singodia • Asif Kapadia • Darius Khondji 
Hamish Stephenson • Jeff Melanson • Mátyás Erdély  • Erik Sohlström • John Adderley • Tamas Apor Meder • Piers McGrail • Rina Yang • Alexander Preston
Franklin Henriksen • Lorenzo Levrini • Severin Strauss • Alvaro Colom • Arianne Churman • Daniel Borgman • Nick Collins • Joe Winstone • Dion Beebe • Eng Teck 
Romain Juchereau • David Bird • Miguel Angel Vinas • Ben Seresin • Luke Logan • Rubin Woodin DeChamps • Alexandros Pissourios • Mike Eley • Sergio Garcia
Robbie Bryant • Peter Panoa • Jonas Mortensen • Hopi Ellard • Stuart Bentley • Jokob Ihre • Steve Annis • Joseph Bird • Chayse Irvin • Alice Garbelli • Xinyi Hong
Jose Ruiz • Sirus F Gahan • Justin Brown • Jak Payne • Peter Samson • Tim Maurice-Jones • Vivek Vadoliya • Jonathan Shoults • Björn Kämmerer • Brett Turnbull
James O’Hagan • Maria Von Hausswolff • Korsshan Schlauer • Greig Fraser • Bradford Young • Hunter Daly • William Walsh • Bobby Shore • Prospero Pensa
David Abrahams • Marc Miro • Tom Townend • Diego Dussuel • Axel Antas • Marc Gómez del Moral  • Joe Cook • Jonathan Grevsen • Christo Wallers  
Dimitri Karakatsanis • G. Magni Ágústsson • Jamie Hawkesworth • William Skelton • Martyn Culpan • Thimios Bakatakis • Jack Exton • David Katznelson 
James Friend • Tacita Dean • Markus Ilschner • Johan Sandberg • Haydn Denman • Kit Fraser • Bruno Delbonnel • James Blann • Eduard Grau • Mark Adcock
Casper Brink • Mattias Rudh • Jonny Kaye • Freay Billington • Nicolas Booth • Pål Ulvik Rokseth • Oriol Vila • Riku Virta • Ariel Salati • Candida Richardson
Juan A. Fernandez • Cecilie Semec • Charlie Herranz • Krzysztof Trojnar • Bryan Liston • Gerrit Piechowski • Thurston Redding • Grant McPhee • Ivan Caso 
Nanu Segal • Dankuro Shinma • Ben Toms • Archie Short • Danny Walker • Chris Dodds • Rik Burnell • Antonis Kounellas • Pablo Di Prima • Nick Brown
George Geddes • Alexander Kohn • Steve Yedlin • Manel Ruiz • John Mathieson • Ben Evans James • Karl Hui • Harry Wheeler • Joseph Goldman • Ique Langa
Sidney Plaut • James Watson • David Foulkes • Daniel Regan • Katie Swain • Angus Hudson • Issac Bauman • Thor Eliasson • Anna Macdonald • John Kelly
Charlie Adams • Tom Elliott • Yumna Al-Arashi • Nicolas Karakatsanis • Georgi Banks -Davies • Ellie Bowman • Randy Tomlinson • Aoife McArdle • Deng Dong
Lol Crawley • Ben Coughlan • Dominic Goodman • Gleb Nagorny • Gareth Powell • Nick Eriksson • Adrien Thibaud • Simon Reay • Mark Hamilton  
Jamie Cairney • Alfie Godwin • Oriol Barcelona • Sean Bobbitt • Alvilde Naterstad • Patrick Capone • Luca Guistazzi • Richard Squires • Beth Woodruff  
Kaj Jefferies • Mark Jenkin • Haris Zambarloukos • Mads Hemmingsen • Adria Canameras • Urszula Pontikos • Eoin Glaister • Paul Thomas Anderson  
Gareth Ward • Ivan Shaw • Patrick Meller • Ben Rowley • Eleanor Bowman • Evangelos Polychronopoulos • Brothers Quay • Simona Susnea 
Vladica Ilic • Thomas Hole • Phil Wood • Mattias Nyberg • Danny Cohen • Jackie Teboul • Jack Reynolds • Isaac Eastgate • Christopher Moon 
John Podpadec • Joseph Guy • James Robjant • Tansy Simpson • Rosalind Nashashibi • Marcus Damleo • Daniel Miller • Ben Smithard • Éric Gautier
Adric Watson • Kristian Engelsen • Hayley Williams • Richard Thomas •Emma Dalesman • James Rhodes • Nick Morris • Sylvian Freyens
Clara Alloing • Eben Bolter • Charlie Paul • Eddie Thomas • Alex Reid • Simon Chaudoir • Carlos Catalán • Spike Morris • Stella Scott  
Jack Whitefield • Stephen Johnstone • Joonas Turunen • Duarte Domingo • Dan Mindel • Benoit Soler • Idis Rhys • Alia Syed • Sergi Canyellas 
Nicolai Niermann • Jeremy Valender • Zack Spiger • Jack Johns • David Wright • Roni Shao • Barney Batchelor • Julia Parks • Brain Fawcett 
Jake Gabbay • Barry Ackroyd • Robin Webster • Fabio Calascibetta • Simon Lakos • Stuart Biddlecombe • Ian Forbes • Paige Ofosu 
Albert Kuhn • Chris Fergusson • Jack Layfield • Dani Fernández Abelló • Ben Fordesman • Larkin Seiple • Molly Walker • Kyle Cameron  
Ed Rutherford • Matthias Koenigswieser • Tobias Marshall • Robbie Ryan • Pawel Edelman • Juan Ruiz Anchí • Donna Wade • Emma Langeth
Peter Bishop • Ryan Kernaghan • Alex Sultoon • Ed Wright • Jason Hetherington • Adam Bentel • Sam Williams • Lorena Pagés 
Max Pittner • AJ Sykes • Danie Chaytor • Abi Timmins • Jack Thompson-Roylance • Sophie Littman • Ole Bratt Birkeland • Jake Scott 
Marcel Le Bachelet • Shang-Chien Liu • Camille Roded • Sam E. H. Hooper • Tim Sidell • Anna Valdez-Hanks • David Raedeker 
Lucas Casanovas • Rasmus Arrildt • Matthew Chavez • Adrian Peckitt • Marc Reshovsky • Hamish Doyne-Ditmas • Jasper Spanning
Barbara Anastacio • Simon Stock • Vanessa Whyte • Federico Alfonzo • Paul McAnearney • Alexander Burges • Ben carey
Tibor Dingelstad • Aga Szeliga • Daniel Lightening • Marius Matzow Gulbrandsen • Jaime Feliu-Torres • Joost Van Gelder 
Blair Young • Martin Newstead • Niall O’Brien • Nathan Killham • Marc Gómez del Moral • Stephen Murphy • David Richardson
Bjorn Ståle Bratberg • Nathaniel Plevyak • André Turpin • Vikash Nowlakha • Vikash Nowlakha • Rachel Clark • Joseph Hayes 
Lucy Harris • felix Cooper • Jamie Brewer • Daniël Bouquet • Iván Varela Suárez • Danyal Fox • Gary Clarke 
Annika Summerson • Rory Greener • Charlotte Bruus Christensen • Aaron Rogers • George Burt • Bruce Jackson
Jake Polonsky • Liam Bundy • Reid Calvert • Max Goldman • Antoinne Cormier • Giuseppe Favale • Benjamin Whatley  
Harry Deadman • Daniel Voldheim • Beatriz Sastre • Dave Miller • Edgar Dubrovskiy • Nina Kellgren • Jack Webb
Evan Prosofsky • Tom Welsh • Christopher Sabogal • Alex Harrison • Jaskamal  • Ryan Marie Helfant
Brianna Ferguson • Simnon Helbling • Yan Zhang • Marcelo Veloz • Pepe Gay de Liébana • Belle Smith
Shannon Mahoney • Ludovica Sordi • Shiyun Gu • Ashwin Mohan •Scott Trotter • Mauro Chiarello    
Shijie Zhang • Hui Zhang • Benita Von Sass • Naixin Liang • Xveqi Wang • Natasha Duursma 
Nick Cooke • Chung-hoon Chung • Blake Myers • Nathan Rubins • Jürgen Jürges  
Jeff Goodman • Arhadiy Kreslov • Herman Warnich •  Jonathan Flint 
Jordan Hemingway • Katie Schwab • Wayne Mazadza • Franklin Dow      
Francesca Pavoni • Elias M. Félix • Marc Bertel • Paddy McGowan 
Jesse John Jenkins • Patrick Golan • Kiku Pinyol 

A BIG THANK YOU
to all the cinematographers who have shot on film with us...
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